Mark 6:3 states: “Is He not the carpenter, the sonof Mary, and the brother of
James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are nos Histers here with us?” Did
Jesus have brothers and sisters?

This is a common question and one often used byGatholics to challenge our
belief that Mary remained a virgin throughout henote life. There are several other
places in scriptures that refer to Jesus’ brotregsyell. To answer this question we need
to look at differences in customs and languagegingiin a community with a large
Hispanic community can be a good reminder for hoiw is true. In Spanish there is no
word for children. The word for boy is nifio and fyrl is nifia. The word for children is
simply the plural form of boy, or nifios. Nifios aafier to a group of both boys and girls.

In much the same way we can look at today’s questiet’s start by looking at the
Old Testament. It was originally written in Hebremhich has no specific word for
cousin. In the many cases that clearly referred to causirthe Old Testament, the word
for brother is used instead. At the time of Jedheset was a Greek translation of the
Hebrew Scriptures, called the Septuagint, that @reek-speaking Jews used. Even
though the Greek language has a specific worctdasin, this translation does not use
that word in these instances and retains the warbrbther. If we now look at the New
Testament, we must remember that even though itwriiten in Greek, Jesus and the
disciples spoke Aramaic. The Aramaic language, Hiebrew, does not have a word for
cousin. If someone spoke about someone’s cousin theydweall him his brother. This
was the situation of the language and the custotheofime. When the New Testament
writers recorded their works, they used the Greekdwfor brothers just as the Old
Testament translators did, even in cases wherevileeg clearly referring to cousins. In
our verse from the today’s question, James, Jdsdss, and Simon were probably Jesus’
cousins or other extended family members; or thewldc have even been his half-
brothers. (There are some who believe that Josegh mve been a widower before
becoming betrothed to Mary.) If you have accesthéointernet, | recommend you visit
the following website for a more complete discussioof this topic:
http://www.catholic.com/library/Brethren_of the_ldoasp.

And we can also look at the question from anotlegspective. We can look at who
Jesus considered to be His brothers. He s&gs:whoever does the will of my heavenly
Father is my brother, and sister, and mother(Mt. 12:50) Are you His brother or sister
or mother?
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