The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity — Cycle A
May 18, 2008

Readings: Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9; 2 Corinthians 13:113; John 3:16-18

Does God Have a Beard?

A few months after we were married, way back in3,97et my beard grow. Jenni
liked it and she asked that | keep it. | tried twtake it personally; that she thought |
looked better when my face was hidden under a b&bdiously, my kids had never seen
me without a beard, and when they got in their tesns, they started to bug me to shave
it off to see what | really looked like. So | deedito turn their request into a challenge.
As my oldest daughter headed off to college 13syagp, | told her | would shave off my
beard if she got a four point, all-A, report caidter two years of coming very close but
not succeeding (she got a couple of A minuses)seopnd daughter joined her at college.
To improve the chances of keeping my beard, | cédribe rules a little and said that
they would both have to get a four point in the sa@amester; it wouldn’t be fair for one
of them to miss the mark and still reap the bersdfgeeing dad shorn. | made it through
the remaining years of the girls’ college time, d@hdn through five years of my son’s
college time without losing my beard. My youngeatighter, Andi, started at Oakland
University three years ago. And a couple of weealds she called me to inform that she
had attained a perfect, all-A, report card forwheter semester. The ironic thing about it
is that | helped her do it; I'm not sure she wolsée gotten that A in Physics without my
tutoring.

So last week, while | was down in Florida celelmgtimy retirement, the beard came
off. We thought it best to take it off before | spégoo much time in the sun. | didn’t want
to get a tan line. I'll probably keep it off unéfter our Memorial Day barbeque when the
kids and grandkids will be coming into town. Bugnai is afraid that my granddaughter
won't recognize me. | am still the same loving ghaa she knew before; | am the same
one Grandpa Hulway, but | will have a little diféett appearance.

On this Trinity Sunday, it is good for us to staplaemember that there is only one
God. He may reveal Himself to us through differemages, we may see Him differently
in our mind’s eye, but He is the one and the sawiad God.

In our first reading this morning we see Moses npMi. Sinai. This is the second
time that Moses went up with stone tablets to recéihe Ten Commandments. You'll
remember the first ones were shattered when Moaege cddown and saw the people
worshipping the golden calf. And now God came dowa cloud and stood there with
him. The previous chapter of the Book of Exodusl@&rg how this was to happen. God
said to Moses;| will make all my beauty pass before you, and your presence | will
pronounce my name, ‘LORD’; | who show favors to wimol will, | who grant mercy to
whom | will. But my face you cannot see, for no maees me and still lives. Here,”
continued the LORD, “is a place near me where ydwal§ station yourself on the rock.



When my glory passes | will set you in the hollodtbe rock and will cover you with
my hand until | have passed by. Then | will remowgy hand, so that you may see my
back; but my face is not to be seen.”

Moses never got the chance to see God’s face; mptea chance to see if He has a
beard. But Moses did hear God reveal a little natreut Himself. He heard that the Lord
is “a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and hian kindness and fidelity.”And
in our gospel we hear Jesus tell Nicodemus thati&adoving God; thatGod so loved
the world that He gave His only Son, so that evergovho believes in Him might not
perish but might have eternal life.God is slow to anger, but He will become angry as
he did with those worshipping the golden calf. Godbving. Out of love God sent His
only Son, but we hear that those who do not believélis Son have already been
condemned. God is merciful, but God is also jus.vHll forgive our sins, but first we
must repent and mend our ways.

The God of the Old Testament that Moses encountamddt. Sinai is the same God
of the New Testament. The Israelites knew Him lgyihme Yahweh, meaning “I AM”.
God is one; God called Himself “I AM”, not “WE AREThrough Jesus we now have a
better understanding of God. And Jesus also redddimself as God. He saidAmen,
amen, | say to you, before Abraham came to be, | ANUn. 8:58) It is for this reason
that the Jews wanted to kill Him. And Jesus als@hé us about His Father and His
Spirit. And so we now know that God has three disiam and we call God the Trinity;
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Through Jesus’ hutyamé know a little more about God’s
divinity. But it is still very much a mystery. Theatechism saysiThe mystery of the
Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery of Chrigtn faith and life. It is the mystery of
God in himself.”(CCC #234)

We all have different images of God. It might b&iag with flowing robes and a
long white beard sitting on a throne. It might béaae or a tongue of fire. It might be a
lamb or a shepherd. These are all useful imag&odfthat can help us relate and pray to
God better, but they are limited by the capacitpaf human mind. We cannot begin to
imagine or fathom what God is like or what He lodke, but we can learn about His
attributes from scripture.

God is goodness and truth. He is gracious, just,maerciful. He is all-knowing and
all-powerful. But, most of all God is all-loving. Ml as Christians we see that love
expressed in the Trinity, which is an expressiotheflove of a family. Pope John Paul Il
said: “God in His deepest mystery is not a solitude butfaanily, since He has in
Himself Fatherhood, Sonship, and the essence of thmily, which is love.”

God invites us to be members of His loving famitydave accept that invitation
through our baptism in the name of the Father,adnte Son, and of the Holy Spirit. The
Father demonstrated His love for us by sending issoHly Son and Jesus demonstrated
His love for us by sacrificing His life. To be tragembers of God’s family, we must also
demonstrate unselfish love to God and to one anoftiethe commandments are based
on this demand for love. Jesus sdMou shall love the Lord, your God, with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mindThis is the greatest and the first



commandment. The second is like it: You shall loyeur neighbor as yourself. The
whole law and the prophets depend on these two camiiments.”(Mt. 22:37-40)
The Trinity is family love. Our goal should be terdonstrate that same love of the
Trinity within our own families.
Deacon Joe Hulway



