4™ sunday of Advent, Cycle B
December 21, 2008

Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 143, 16; Romans 16:25-27; L uke 1:26-38

Make a Homefor Jesus

It's cold and snowy and downright nasty outsides. térrible to be homeless at any
time, but especially during these cold winter mgnéind during the Christmas holidays.
Being homeless is something most of us have nexgerenced, and will hopefully
never experience in the future. But we know thatehare many in our community who
have fallen on hard times; who are struggling teeha place to live or to keep the heat
and electricity and water turned on. It is a tiroeds to be generous and compassionate,
but not in a condescending way, not looking downotmers. We need to do it out of
respect and honor for our fellow man and his inhievalue as a human being made by
God.

In our first reading this morning, we find God syofibally present in the Ark of the
Covenant which was housed in a tent, called thertelzle. David is thankful for all that
God had done for him and the people. He decidestha that they have finally settled
down in one place, now that he has a fine permaplant to live himself, that it is time
to build a suitable house for the Lord who has vesed homeless in the desert with the
Israelites. He makes his decision not out of comipas but out of honor and respect. But
God, the Creator, rejects the offer of David, Hsature. He insists that He does not need
a physical house; that what is important is Hispnee among the people and that cannot
be confined by walls and buildings. Instead He psesi David that he will build him a
house, a dynasty that will be passed on througlgéimerations. And God promises that
He will not withdraw His favor from the people eviirough they may go astray and need
chastisements and punishments to correct them. déed eventually instruct David’'s
son, Solomon, to build the temple in Jerusalemdadosk the Ark of the Covenant; not
because He needs a home, but so that the peopleawd a formal place to worship. But
it is not the ultimate home that God had plannead @as looking forward to when He
would prepare Mary for that purpose.

God prepared Mary as a virgin conceived withoutgteen of original sin to be the
new Ark of the New Covenant. The Creator fashioaedw home for His Son. The Ark
of the Old Covenant contained symbols of the IgeItime in the desert. It contained
the stone tablets that Moses received on Mt Siithi the Ten Commandments inscribed
upon them. It contained a gold urn of manna, tleadbfrom heaven that sustained them
on their journey. And it contained Aaron’s stafathmiraculously budded, a symbol of
priesthood. And Mary conceived Jesus in her wornivas God’s new earthly home; it
was the new ark. It contained not words of law wne, but the fulfillment of the Law
embodied in flesh. Mary’s womb contained not martha,bread sent down from heaven
to sustain physical life; it contained the Breadebérnal Life. And it did not contain a
staff, symbol of priesthood; it contained the E&idigh priest Himself.

God created a new home for His Son. And Mary saisl and welcomed Him into
that home. Jesus would dwell in there for nine msnbut once again God would be
homeless. There would be no place for Mary, the éfrkhe Covenant, in the inn. The



Ark would now live, not in a tent, but in a stabfend Jesus would be born into our world
as a homeless baby. And after He grew up and gtétiee ministry, He had no place to
call home; no place to lay His head.

Jesus died for our sins and sent us His Spirieteain with us until He comes again.
Jesus came once and He will come again, but indeetwHe did not leave us alone.
Through His Spirit that we receive in baptism, Hsvriives in each and every one of us.
We are all temples of the Holy Spirit; we all ngede treated with respect. Jesus tells us
that at the Last Judgment, He will separate thesiieom the goats. And the goats will
ask:“Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or &anger or naked or ill or in
prison, and not minister to your needs?” And He wanswer them, “Amen, | say to
you, what you did not do for one of these least sngou did not do for me.”

As we draw to the end of Advent, and we await tiag of the Lord, let us be sure
to look for His presence already among us. It &/da see that presence in those that are
close to us; those that we love. But look alsoHw@ presence in those who are strangers;
who are poor and suffering and needy. Be a shed@ goat. If you can see the face of
Jesus in the homeless today, you will more cleselythe face of God in the infant Jesus,
born in a stable as a homeless baby on Christmasimgo
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