4™ Sunday in Lent, CycleC
March 14, 2010

Readings: Joshua 5:9a, 10-12; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
Reconciliation, a Process

Last week, Father mentioned that he would be netim a few months and would no
longer be our pastor. And | know that this is gotogoe very difficult for Father Zeke
because he believes that we are such a holy patksiow this because Father has often
commented to me about the holiness of the membdegaaed Heart—he has said that
we must be holy because so few feel that they teeedme to confession.

This Thursday is our Lenten communal penance seatiSacred Heart. And, so, it is
fitting that our readings this morning speak alibetneed for repentance, reconciliation,
and purification. It is a process. It involves anoey, but at the end of the journey there
is great joy if we end up at the right place.

In our first reading this morning, we hear abouw by of the Israelites who have
finally finished their fortyyear journey in the wilderness—and we complain about
making sacrifices for fortgays. God tells JoshudToday | have removed the reproach
of Egypt from you.” God freed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt made them
wander for forty years because of their disobedieand grumbling. He wanted to
cleanse their assembly of all those who were adatt when they left Egypt; to start with
a clean slate. And in today’s reading, the peopléonger eat manna, they now enjoy the
fruits of the promised land.

Our journey through Lent is also a time for cleagsand purification, a time for
reconciliation with God and with our neighbor. TgdaLaetare SundayLaetare means
rejoice, and we rejoice that we are halfway throogh Lenten journey. We stop and
rejoice, but we must remember to continue our jeyrior the remaining three weeks.

We recognize our sinfulness and repent, but outriciom is not yet perfect. Like the
prodigal son, we recognize the love of God the &a#imd realize that we are not worthy
to be called His children. The prodigal son compoaed rehearsed his statement to his
father:“Father, | have sinned against heaven and againgiwy | no longer deserve to
be called your son; treat me as you would treat afeyour hired workers.”"But when
his father ran out to meet him, he could only day first part,“Father, | have sinned
against heaven and against you; | no longer desetoee called your son,’before his
father interrupted him. His father did not plan tweating him like one of his hired
workers. And God is waiting to run out to us anfiepoHis forgiveness; He is just waiting
for our repentance. He never stops loving us. Hemstops treating us like His children.

The prodigal son’s father loves him the same aslflyehe left, but the son has caused
damage to his personal situation by squanderinghhezitance. He has also damaged the
relationship with his brother. Our sins also havasequences. God may forgive and
forget, but our sinful actions damage the MystiBally of Christ. We are part of the
Body of Christ. Our sins affect the entire Bodyd&o we need to reconcile not only with
Jesus, the Head, but also with the other membétsedthurch, the Body.

We should spend our time on earth trying to redermurselves both with God and
with our neighbors to try to undo the damage ons $iave caused. We do this through



our prayers, we do this by subjecting ourselvesatrifices, such as fasting, that help to
demonstrate our sorrow and remorse, and we dorthsd effectively by performing acts
of charity. By our charitable actions we demonstrand develop our love for God and
for our neighbor and that is how the Body of Chisshealed. Lent is a time to focus on
making things right; a reminder of what we shouddtlse whole year through.

God corrected the unfaithfulness of the Israelitefore they could enter the promised
land by making them wander until those who hadesiingied along the journey. We need
to undo the damage of our sins before we can émtgoromised land called heaven. It is
good for us to undo the damage of our sins whileavgestill on our earthly journey, or
we will have to undo it in purgatory. On earth van@ray, sacrifice, and perform acts of
charity. In purgatory, we can no longer pray forselves and we can no longer perform
acts of charity. The only option left for our pugcdtion once we get to purgatory is
suffering, and from what the saints and visionahase related to us, it is not a very
pleasant experience at all.

St. Paul said in our second readif\fhoever is in Christ is a new creation: the old
things have passed away; behold, new things havaeoAnd all this is from God, who
has reconciled us to himself through Christ and giv us the ministry of
reconciliation.”

Through baptism, we became new creations, childsera loving God. Take
advantage of the ministry of reconciliation, therament of Penance, as you continue on
your Lenten journey. Start working now to complgeeir reconciliation while on your
earthly journey. Reconcile yourself with God by reconaliyourself with your neighbor.
Remember we pray:Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those whespass
against us.” And remember that Jesus sdiBlessed are the merciful, for they will be
shown mercy.” If we want reconciliation with God, if we want Hfsrgiveness and
mercy, let us first extend our forgiveness and m&sadhose who have offended us.
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