34 Sunday in Lent, CycleC
March 7, 2010

Readings: Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15; 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12; Luke 13:1-9
Repent or Perish

There are two worlds: the natural world and theesoatural world. They are
different but they can exist in the same time aladg We live in the natural world, but it
behooves us not to forget or ignore the supernatodd which is all around us. It is the
world of God and of the angels and saints and demaod spirits and lost souls. | was at
a conference yesterday and one of the speakershathoome from the Vatican, brought
with him relics of St. John Vianney and Padre Riavas a good reminder that we can
pray for the supernatural assistance and intemesdithe saints. God created our natural
world and put laws, such as gravity, in place totad it. But since God has created and
controls the natural world, He can suspend the laiwsature when He desires. And this
is when we have miracles.

Moses saw the miracle of the burning bush, the bhsh was burning yet not
consumed by the fire, and it drew him closer. (Siommes God uses miracles to get our
attention.) And God spoke to Moses from that bugrbash and told him His nam#:
am.” In philosophy class, we looked at sentences tleatalled composites. We could
look at these sentences to determine if they were These sentences would contain a
subject that could then be linked to a predicatd thould put some qualifier on the
subject. For example we could say: “The house ig.bl The adjectiveblue puts
limitations on the subjechouse, because not all houses are blue. We could lo@uat
statementthe house is blue, and determine if it was true or not. Other secgsn or
composites, might bd: am hungry, | am tall, | am in this room, or | am heavier than
when | graduated from high school. There are limitations or qualifications that | shuse
when | describe myself and my existence.

But this is not true with God. God is without limBo when God describes Himself,
he says simply!l am.” There are no qualifiers or limitations we can patGod. It's
difficult for us to comprehend with our limited ham brains, but it is important for us to
remember. It is the basis for our humility; theibder accepting that we cannot always
understand God’s ways. And this helps us to copenamve on when disasters occur.

In our gospel story this morning Jesus refers tséhwho had died at the hand of
Herod and those who had died when the tower of8iléell on them. And He ask®o
you think they were more guilty than everyone elgbo lived in Jerusalem?’And we
can consider the over 200,000 who died in the Haitthquake in January; some claimed
that God was punishing them for the voodoo prastit®e can consider all those who
have died in the Chile earthquake in February. wedcan ask the same questidvere
they more guilty than everyone else? Jesus’ reply to the people w8y no means!”
And I'm confident that His answer would be the sdouay.

But Jesus continued His response by sayiBgt | tell you, if you do not repent, you
will all perish as they did!”Jesus tells us not to try to determine if otheesgrilty, but
first to look and see if our own house is in ord@oes God create disasters, or does He
simply allow them to occur? It's unclear, but itciear from Jesus’ words that we should



take note of these disasters as a reminder of war mortality; as a reminder that we
need to repent so that we will be prepared if veecaught in the middle of some disaster;
if, for example, we are in a fatal accident onw@y home from church today.

We can learn by what happens to others, how weetwas should behave. St. Paul
this morning recounts how the Israelites saw mamelnd received all kinds of blessings
as they were freed from captivity in Egypt. Butlgtie people complained and so God
punished them and made them wander for forty yeathe wilderness. St Paul says:
“These things happened as examples for us, so thatmight not desire evil things, as
they did.” He warns us against complacency and atdi$toever thinks he is standing
secure should take care not to fall.”

Do you think you are standing secure before thedlLogady to meet your maker?
This Lent, let us remember not to be complacent.nob slip into a false sense of
security; do not desire evil things. We will aledsomeday. It may not be next month in
another earthquake or some other natural disdstequr end will come. We just do not
know the time. Only God knows; He is in control.

Our role is to be prepared for that time when wselour natural lives. We can be
thankful that we have not died yet; that God camgto give us a chance to turn our
lives around, a chance to repent and turn away aatesire for earthly things to a desire
for the things of heaven. If we are like the figdrin the gospel that gave no fruit, we can
be thankful that God keeps giving us second chaldessis does not want to lose any of
our souls. He is like the gardener in the storkimgl to His Father:Sir, leave it for this
year also, and | shall cultivate the ground arountdand fertilize it; it may bear fruit in
the future. If not you can cut it down.”

Let this Lent be a time to strengthen your committite be fruitful. Let it be a time
to let yourself undergo a little spiritual cultivat and fertilization, and probably also a
little pruning of your earthly attachments. Ask yguardian angel and the saints for help
in your fight against the temptations of the evieoRemember that as you go about your
natural life, there is an ongoing supernatural®attr your eternal soul.
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