16™ Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A
July 20, 2008

Readings: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19; Romans 8:26-27; Matthew 13:24-43

Whoever has Ears Ought to Hear

The parable of the weeds reminds me of my advesntuith weeds around our house.
We have a fairly large lot and a lawn that is, e most part, green; except for late in
the summer when everything gets real dry. Obvigudlpn't try to water it, and | see the
month of August as a blessing when | save a |ldinoé because | don’t need to mow it
very often. It is not a fine trimmed lawn with nigeass by any means, but it suits me just
fine.

When the kids were young they complained and askgdwe didn’t have grass like
their friends did. So one day | drove my truck dowrthe grain elevator and loaded up
with a great quantity of weed-and-feed fertilizadacame home and spread it across the
yard. About a week later, eighty percent of theriathe weed part, was dead. And the
other twenty percent, the part that was actualasgrwas growing like crazy. So here |
was with a lawn that looked like heck, but thattlho mow twice a week. | learned my
lesson to leave well enough alone. Jenni still sbsg about the weeds, especially about
the Creeping Charlie or ground ivy that is partely irritating to her, but I'm just happy
it's green. I'll take the approach proposed in plaeable and let the weeds grow up side-
by-side with the grass.

The last two weeks Jesus has spoken in our gospding using parables. And on
both occasions he ended with these wofdéhoever has ears ought to hearAnd so
we need to not only sit and listen to these pashie need to hear them, reflect upon
them, and try to understand their message. We thage separate parables in our gospel
this morning.

We have the short parable of the small mustard sesdgrows up to a very large
bush and thébirds of the sky come and dwell in its branchesThe seed can represent
the gospel and the Church is the tree that has rgitowspread throughout the world
against all odds and adversity.

We also have the short parable of the yeast aduéuketflour and again we can see
the growth of the Church in the growth of the daught we can also see this parable on
a more personal level because the growth comes dhiffarent way; it occurs by
multiplication of the yeast. And by this analogy wan see ourselves as individual yeast
cells; we all have the responsibility to help theu@h grow by bringing our faith to
others and making more strong healthy Christians hot enough to take care of our
own faith, we need to build up the Church by evéingeg to others, by multiplying our
ranks.

And the main parable in our gospel this morninghis one about the enemy who
sowed weed seeds in the farmer’s wheat field. Thedshe sowed was callédlium
temulentum(LO-lee-um tem-yoo-LEN-tum) which is also knownaxkle or darnel. It
is sometimes also referred to as false wheat becafugs resemblance to wheat; it can
only be recognized once the ears, or heads, appedrby then, it is too late to pull it up
without disturbing the wheat growing next to it.



We have ears so we ought to hear and see whamntesse can learn from this
parable. God is the farmer and He plants only gzeedl, but the enemy, the devil, tries to
undermine His creation by spreading bad seed. Buiparable tells us that the enemy
accomplished his taskvhile everyone was asleepAnd so we learn that we need to be
vigilant. God gives us His Word, His truth in theriptures. But the evil one sows lies
and deceit. He gives us a message of self-lovdat#, and of greed, and he spreads
pornography on the internet, in the movies, on BYd in our music to attack our
morality and family values. How much do we allovistto happen because we are asleep
and inattentive? What bad seeds do we allow to comeeour own homes? What pro-
abortion politicians do we allow to get elected daese they have a tax policy that is
favorable to us, because they promise us jobsecause we don’t care and maybe don't
even bother to vote? Do we take a stand agairstkattby homosexual activists who
want to redefine marriage and allow their agendauito the family as God created it. In
Boston the Catholic Church had to close down i@pédn agency because the laws in
Massachusetts prevented them from denying adopgiblomosexual couples. How were
these laws allowed to be enacted in a state thatahhigh Catholic population? Are
Catholics sleeping? Do we fail to recognize thalsdbat are being sown?

The weeds that are growing up in our society ofienlike good and nice people;
that's why we elect so many of them to office aag poney to see them at the movies
or listen to their music. Just like the false whitet looks like the real wheat, they are
hard to recognize until we look at their fruit. TBéurch sowed the seed of Humanae
Vitae and taught the truth about the sanctity ofrrage and the dangers of contraception.
The evil one sowed the seed of free love; an divamessage that if it feels good do it,
no one is being hurt. But the fruit is now beingvested in our society; abortion, high
divorce rates, same-sex unions, pornography, sekuee of spouses and children.

We have been asleep and complacent so long tisatatw becoming difficult to even
fight back. To preach the Church’s moral teachisgsgow being determined by judges to
be considered hate speech. In many places | caarrbsted for hate speech just for
preaching the message in this homily; for stating neligious beliefs against
homosexuality and abortion. We need to wake up.

| ran across a news story from a few weeks agotabgay Grand Rapids man who is
suing a Bible publisher for $60 million. The statated:‘Fowler filed his claim against
Grand Rapids-based Zondervan Monday, alleging itsiblBs’ references to
homosexuality as a sin have made him an outcasnirbis family and contributed to
physical discomfort and periods of ‘demoralizatiochaos and bewilderment.”

Do we have the judges in our courts to rule wisgginst these complaints, or do we
have weeds growing in our courts? Do we have thiégians in office that will appoint
wise judges, or do we have weeds who will appodtitvest judges? We need to vote for
and elect people of sound moral values; that widbpce good fruits. It is more important
than ever that you vote, and that you vote wis&gu must also be like yeast and
encourage others to do likewise. There is a palifiending organization named Emily’s
List that provided financial support to pro-abontivomen politicians. It's interesting to
look at the name of this organization because EMig¥Yan acronym which stands for
Early Money Is Like Yeast, but theirs is a bad ye®#e need to counteract the bad yeast
with the good yeast and that's the responsibilitgach and every one of us.

If we have ears we ought to hear.
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