Feast of the Exultation of the Cross
September 14, 2008

Readings: Numbers 21:4b-9; Philippians 2:6-11; John 3:13-17
Yesto God, and No to Satan

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Triumph ofGtwss, or of the Exaltation of the
Cross. On the surface, it sounds a little bit Bkeironic name for a feast. The cross was
an instrument of torture, of public humiliation asttame, and of death. These are
concepts we don’t usually associate with beingovious, with being triumphant. And
yet, as Christians, we know that Christ used tbhsscto win our salvation. He died on the
cross to redeem our sins, and the symbol of thesdnas taken on new meaning for us. It
has become a symbol of God’s love for us.

I’'m sure most of you have been watching some sppeient on television, such as a
football game, and as the cameras pan through ghetators, you might have seen
someone in the end zone holding a sign that rdadtin 3:16” It refers to a verse in the
Bible, and we heard that verse this morning as @adur gospel readingfFor God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so teateryone who believes in him might
not perish but might have eternal life.”

To accomplish this act of salvation, God first hadecome man. Jesus assumed our
human nature so that He could suffer and die foBesause, as one of the early Church
Fathers said‘That which is not assumed is not savedSo the Son of God, the Eternal
Word of God, came down from heaven to become onasofSt. Paul tells us in the
second reading this mornintjH]e emptied himself, taking the form of a slavepming
in human likeness; and found human in appearancee lhumbled himself, becoming
obedient to death, even death on a cross.”

Jesus was obedient to His Father. In the GardefgrebeHis crucifixion, He
understood the suffering He was about to enduresweat blood in anticipation. The
devil tried to tempt Him; to talk Him out of fulfihg the will of His Father. But Jesus
resisted. He followed God’s ways and not man’s waysccepting the cross Jesus said
yesto God andio to Satan. He defeated Satan once and for all. ¢teback the freedom
that was lost in another Garden by Adam and Eve.

And so now we look at the cross as a symbol ofihgahot as a symbol of death,
because Christ conquered death. The healing pdw@hrgst on the cross was anticipated
in the Old Testament. We heard the story this nrmgrnin the desert, when the Israelites
were bitten by seraph serpents, God instructed Mo8ke a seraph and mount it on
a pole, and if any who have been bitten look attitey will live.” And Jesus instructed
Nicodemus:And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the dets so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believesiim may have eternal life.”

Jesus was lifted up on the cross so that we cae éternal life. And the crucifix is
not only the cross, but also contains the imagtefBody of Christ, His corpus, upon
that cross. We are fortunate to have a beautifudiix here in this church to look upon.
We do not adore it. It cannot heal us. But it redsins of the One who can. It reminds us
of Christ’'s suffering. But more importantly, it remds us of His love and His healing



power. It is a symbol of the victory that He worr fas; that we could not win for
ourselves. He won that victory by sayiyes to God ando to Satan.

Jesus calls us to be victorious as well. He calsouypick up our crosses each day; to
sayyesto God andho to Satan. We must be willing to deny the thingghas earth so that
we can be free to accept the qift that Jesus smdtw won for us on the cross.

Remember, we are truly triumphant when we choos#Ggays and not those of man.
Deacon Joe Hulway



